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FESACH MESSAGE 5785

Fesach has always been afestival of paradoees,

Atcneand the same time, the festival calls upen us e rememberthe suffering ef cur ancesters while slaves in Egypt,
but alse the joy of their liberation.

The Seder meal, which forms the centrepiece of the Yomtioy, illustrates the inherent contradiction perfectly. YWe eat
unlezvened matza and bitter herts, which symbolise cur slgvery, bol we alse sing jolly meledies, recline in regal
fashicn, drink wine or grape juice and dip feeds, all of which represent sur freed em.

Mothing encapsulates this apparent contradiction better than the hors d'oceovres served at cor tables - g hard-beiled
BES N Sl waler,

The salt water represents cur Lears, while the egs sends cul 8 profound message. Mearly all other feeds, when boiled,
Lot softer. The ege, hewever, becomes harder, IE reminds os that, when the heat is on in life, we can summen eur
inner reselvs and stand firm. Therefore, in the very same dish, we combine pain and fortitude; deselation and hope.

I can hardly recall a Pesach when sueh miked feelings are sooprevalent. As | sit dewn teowrite this message, we are
witnessing the extracrdinary highs ef hostages being returned te the leving embrace of their families and the
agenising lews of discovering the depths of their suffering and the fate of those whe tragically did net retormn alive.

Yet, in Jewish tradition, we never hesitate te highlight eptimism and jey, even in the midst of eor pain and sadness,
nor deowe shy away frem recalling the deep traumas of cur past at moements of great celebration.

Forthis reasen, the saddest day en cor calendar, Tisha Be'Aw, is called Mo'ed - festival, by cur Prophets, in anticipation
of the day being transfermed in the future be become the happiest of all days. Tegether with that, the Terah instrocks
us te celebrate all major Jewish festivals in memuoery of cur excdus frem Egypt and, at Jewish weddings, a glass is
broken te remember the destruction of cur Temples and all subsequent Jewish suffering.

We de this because iLis from within the tragedies of cur past that oor reselve te build & better future is forged. The
depths of cur pain and the heights of cor joy are therefore inestricatly and permanently linked.

This is why, even with cur cngeing deep ansiety about the welfare of the State of |srael and, indeed, forwerd [ewry,
wie will enthusiastically celebrate Pesach with the prayer that joy will prevail cver pain and the ultimate redemption

will drawe near.

Walerie joins mein extending cur very warm and bestwishes toyoo all for g Chag Kasher Yesameach.
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